ARTICLE 10 -- DEFINITIONS

1001
GENERAL USAGE
For the purpose of this ordinance, certain words and terms are herein defined as follows:

Words used in the present tense include the future tense; words in the singular number include the plural number and words in the plural number include the singular number; unless the obvious construc​tion of the wording indicates otherwise.

The word "shall" is mandatory.

Unless otherwise specified, all distances shall be measured horizontally and at right angles to the line in relation to which the distance is speci​fied.

The word "building" includes the word "structure"; the word "lot" includes the words "plot" and "parcel".

The word "used" shall be deemed also to include "erected", "reconstructed", "altered", "placed", or "moved".

The terms "land use" and "use of land" shall be deemed also to include "building use" and "use of a building".

The word "State" means the Commonwealth of Virginia.

The word "County" means the County of Loudoun, Com​monwealth of Virginia, and the terms "county boundary" means any exterior boundary of the county or any boundary of unincorporated terri​tory within the county.

The term "construction standards" means the Depart​ment of Engineering and Inspections design and construction standards as approved by the Board of Supervisors.

The word "person" includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, company, or corporation as well as an individual.

The term "Code of Virginia" shall include "as amended".

The word "adjacent" means "nearby" and not neces​sarily "contiguous".
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1002

INTERPRETATION BY ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

In case of any dispute over the meaning of a word, phase or sentence, whether defined herein or not, the Zoning Administrator is hereby authorized to make a definitive determination thereof, being guided in such determination by the purposes and intent of this ordinance as set forth in Article 1, provided however that an appeal may be taken from any such determination as provided in Section 1102.1.1.

1003 
DEFINITIONS
ACCESS:
A means of approach or admission.

ACCESSORY BUILDING: A building subordinate to, and located on the same lot with a main building, the use or which is clearly incidental to that of the main building or to the use of the land, and which is not attached by any part of a common wall or roof to the main building.

ACCESSORY USE:
A use of a building, lot, or portion thereof, which is customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal use of the main building or lot.

AIRPORT (Including Air Park, Flight Strip, and Airfield and Heliport): A place where aircraft may take off or land, discharge or receive car​goes and/or passengers, be repaired, take on fuel, or be stored.

ALLEY: A right-of-way which provides secondary service access for vehicles to the side or rear of abutting properties.

AMEND OR AMENDMENT: Any repeal, modification, or addition to a regulation; any new regulation; any change in the number, shape, boundary, or area of a district, or any repeal or abolition of any map, part thereof, or addition thereto.

AMUSEMENT PARK: A commercial recreational activity of a permanent nature offering amusements and diversions and operating either seasonally or all year long.

AUTOMOBILE FILLING STATION: Automobile filling stations shall be considered as buildings and premises where gasoline, oil, grease, batteries, tires and automobile accessories may be sup​plied and dispensed at retail, and where in addition the following services may be rendered and sales made, and no other.
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a.
Sale and servicing of spark plugs,

batteries, and distributor parts

b.
Tire servicing and repair, but not re​


capping or regrooving​

c.
Replacement or adjustment of mufflers and tail pipes, water hose, fan belts, brake fluid, light bulbs, fuses, floor mats, seat covers, windshield wipers and wiper blades, grease retainers, wheel bearings, mirrors and the like

d.
Radiator cleaning and flushing, provision of water, anti-freeze and the like

e.
Washing and polishing, and sale of automotive washing and polishing materials

f.
Greasing and lubrication

g.
Providing and repairing fuel pumps, oil pumps and lines

h.
Servicing and repair of carburetors

i.
Emergency wiring repairs

j.
Adjusting and repair brakes

k.
Minor motor adjustments not involving removal of the head or crankcase or racing the motor

1.
Provision of cold drinks, packaged foods, tobacco, and similar convenience goods for gasoline supply stations customers, but only as accessory and incidental to principal operation

m.
Provision of road maps and other informational and material to customers; provision of restroom facilities

Uses permissible at an automobile filling station do not include major mechanical and body work, straightening of frames of body parts, steam cleaning, painting, welding, storage of automobiles not in operating condition, or any activity in​volving noise, glare, fumes, smoke or other char​acteristics to an extent greater than normally found in automobile filling stations.

AUTOMOBILE PARKING LOT, COMMERCIAL: A lot or portion thereof, other than an automobile sales lot, held out or used for the storage or parking of six or more motor vehicles for a consideration, where service or repair facilities are not permitted. Such parking lot shall not be considered an ac​cessory use; nor shall it be used for the storage of dismantled or wrecked motor vehicles, parts thereof, or junk.

AUTOMOBILE SALES LOTS: A lot arranged, designed, or used for the storage and display for sale of any motor vehicle or any type of trailer provided the trailer is unoccupied, and where no repair work

156

Article 10 - Definitions 

is done except minor and incidental repair of automobiles or trailers displayed and sold on the premises 

BASEMENT: That portion of a building below the first floor joists at least half of whose clear ceiling height is above the mean level of the adjacent ground.

BED AND BREAKFAST HOME STAY ESTABLISHMENT: A single‑family dwelling in which the principal use is permanent residential quarters; and in which, as an accessory use, no more than three bedrooms are made available for transient occupancy, generally for not more than seven days, by no more than five guests for compensation. (adopted July 21, 1986 )

BLOCK: That property abutting one side of a street, and lying between the two nearest intersecting streets or the nearest intersecting or intercepting street and railroad right-of-way, unsubdivided acreage, river or live stream or between any of the foregoing and any other barrier to the con​tinuity of development.

BOARD: The Board of Supervisors of Loudoun County, Virginia.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: The Board of Supervisors of Loudoun County, Virginia; the governing body.

BUFFERING OR SCREENING: For the purposes of this ordinance, screening or buffering shall be de​fined as any device or natural growth, or a combination thereof, which shall serve as a barrier to vision or noise between adjoining properties, wherever required by this ordinance. Whenever used for screening or buffering purposes, "natural growth" shall be taken to mean coniferous trees, bushes and shrubbery.

BUILDING: A structure having one or more stories and roof, designed primarily for the shelter, support or closure of persons, animals or property of any kind.

BUILDABLE AREA: The area of the lot remaining after required yards have been provided. (Amended by BOS 5/17/84)

BUILDING COVERAGE; LOT COVERAGE:
All areas under roof or projections from buildings on a lot.

BUILDING INSPECTOR: An appointed official of Loudoun County who is responsible for certifying buil​ding inspections.

BUILDING, MAIN: A building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot on which it is situ​ated. In any residential zone, any dwelling should be deemed to be a main building on the lot on which the same is located if the lot is used primarily for residential purposes.
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CAMP, BOARDING: As for Camp, Day, except that uses and structures for the lodging of guests shall be permitted in locations appropriate for extensive outdoor recreation.

CAMP, DAY: A lot, tract or parcel of land operated as either a commercial or non‑commercial enter​prise in which seasonal facilities are provided for all or any of the following: cawing, pic​nicking, boating, fishing, swimming, outdoor games and sports and activities incidental and relating to the foregoing, but not including miniature golf grounds, golf driving ranges, mechanical amusement device, or permanent struc​tures for housing of guests.

CARPORT: Any space outside a building and contiguous thereto, wholly or partly covered by a roof, and used for the shelter of motor vehicles. An un​enclosed carport is a carport with no side enclo​sure that is more than eighteen inches in height, exclusive of screens (other than the side of the building to which the carport is contiguous).

CARNIVAL: A traveling or transportable group or ag​gregation of rides, shows, games or concessions or any combination thereof.

CELLAR: That portion of a building below the first floor joists at least half of whose clear ceiling height is below the mean level of the adjacent ground. Such a portion of a building shall not be used for habitation.

CIRCUS: A traveling or transportable show or exhi​bition consisting of performances by persons and animals under one tent or similar structure, with or without other side shows.

CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT: An arrangement of structures on adjoining lots in groupings allowing closer spacing than would be generally permitted under ordinance requirements for lot widths with the decrease in lot width or area compensated by main​tenance of equivalent open space either elsewhere on the lot or in the form of common open space.

COMMERCIAL: Any wholesale, retail, or service busi​ness activity established to carry on trade for a profit.

COMMERCIAL REPAIR GARAGE: A service business pri​marily for repair of vehicles where sale of gaso-
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line and vehicle accessories may be an accessory activity.

COMMON OPEN SPACE:  An open tract, or parcel of land owned in undivided interest, not devoted to residential uses or structures but directly related, and adjunct to a cluster development or planned development, as herein provided.

CONVENIENCE STORE: A commercial establishment designee, and intended to serve daily or frequent trade needs of the surrounding population, generally characterized by the retail sale of food, the rapid turnover of customers, high traffic/ trip generation, and less than 5,000 square feet of retail area. (Adopted March 17, 1986)

COUNTRY INN: A single-family dwelling in which the principal use is permanent residential quarters; and in which, as an accessory use, accommodations for from six through ten guests in four through nine rooms are made available for transient occupancy for compensation, generally for not more than seven days.

COUNTY:
Loudoun County, Virginia.

COUNTY ENGINEER: An appointed official of Loudoun County who is a licensed professional engineer, or his designated deputy.

COUNTY RESIDENT ENGINEER: The Resident Engineer in Loudoun County, Virginia, of the Department of Highways of Virginia, or his designated de​puty.

COURT: An open, unoccupied space, other than a yard with a building or group of buildings which is bounded on two or more sides by such building or buildings and every part of which is clear and unobstructed from its lowest point to the sky.

DEVELOPMENT: The process of erecting or causing to be erected buildings or structures on a lot.

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING: An appointed County official, who serves as the Director of Planning for Loudoun County, Virginia; his designated deputy.

DRIVEWAY: A space or area specifically designated and reserved on a lot for the movement of vehi​cles from one lot to another or from a lot to a public street.

DRIVE‑IN EATING ESTABLISHMENT: Any place or pre​mises use for sale, dispensing, or serving of food, refreshments or beverages in automobiles, including those establishments where customers may serve themselves and may eat or drink the food, refreshments or beverages in motor vehicles on the premises; a refreshment stand; a "fast food" or primarily a "carry out" establishment.

DUPLEX: A two family residential structure; the residential units may be arranged one above the other, or be semi-detached. 
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DUSTLESS SURFACE: A surface adequately covered in practice; with a minimum of either two applica​tions of bituminous surface treatment, concrete, bituminous concrete, or equivalent paving ma​terial approved by the County Engineer and to be maintained in good condition at all times.

DWELLING:  A dwelling unit.

DWELLING ATTACHED: One of two or more residential buildings having a common or party wall separating dwelling units.

DWELLING, MULTI-FAMILY: A building containing three or more dwelling units (an apartment house), with the number of families in residence not exceeding the number of dwelling units provided.

DWELLING PORTABLE: A modular unit built on a chassis, having wheels or designed to be transported on wheels, with body width exceeding eight (8) feet or body length exceeding 32 feet, designed to be used as a dwelling when attached to a permanent foundation and when connected to the required utilities.

Double-Wide or Triple-Wide Portable Dwelling: A portable dwelling consisting respectively of two or three sections combined horizontally at the site to form a single dwelling, while still retaining their individual chassis for possible future movement. 

Expandable Portable: A portable dwelling with one or more room sections that fold, collapse or telescope into the principal unit when being transported and which can be expanded at the site to provide additional living area.

DWELLING, SINGLE FAMILY: A residential dwelling unit other than a portable dwelling, designed for and occupied by one family only.

DWELLING, SEMI‑DETACHED: One of two buildings, ar​ranged or designed as dwellings located on abutting walls without openings, and with each building having a separate lot with minimum dimensions re​quired by district regulations.

DWELLING, TEMPORARY: As a portable dwelling but not necessarily attached to a permanent foundation.

DWELLING, TWO FAMILY: A residential building containing not more than two dwelling units, arranged one above the other or side by side, de-
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signed for occupancy by not more than two fami​lies.

DWELLING UNIT: One room, or rooms connected to​gether, constituting a separate, independent housekeeping establishment for owner occupancy, or rental or lease on a weekly, monthly, or longer basis, and physically separated from any other rooms or dwelling units which may be in the same structure, and containing independent cooking and sleeping facilities and containing not less than 600 square feet of residential floor area.

Modular Unit: A factory-fabricated transportable building designed to be used by itself or to be incorporated with similar units at a building site into a modular structure. The term is intended to apply to major assemblies, and does not include prefabricated panels, trusses, plumbing trees, and other prefabricated sub​elements incorporated into a structure at the site. 

Sectional Home: A dwelling made of two or more modular units transported to the home site, put on a foundation, and joined to make a single dwelling.

EASEMENT: A grant by a property owner of the use of his land by another party for a specific purpose.

ERECTED: Shall be taken to mean constructed, re​constructed, moved or structurally altered.

EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES. Extractive industries are defined as stone quarries, that is, commercial or industrial operations involving removal from a site of natural accumulations of sand, rock, soil or gravel. The meaning of extractive industries includes appurtenant structures such as crushers, screeners, and washers but does not include any other industrial use, such as concrete batching plants or asphalt mixing plants. (Adopted 9/15/86 by BOS).

FAIRGROUND: A parcel or tract of land used, either temporarily or permanently (as permitted herein), as the site of any fair, exposition or public display.

FAST FOOD ESTABLISHMENT: See "Drive-In Eating Establishment".

FLOOD PLAIN: Continuous sections of land, adjacent to bodies of water, which are subject to periodic flooding and inundation.

FLOOR AREA, (RESIDENTIAL) ‑ EXCEPTIONS: The aggregate area of all floors included within the outer wall of a building, measured at the exterior of such walls, excluding base- ments not used for living or recreational purposes, cellars, rooms for heating equipment, garages and unen- closed porches, breeze​ways and other unheated area and including only such floor area under a sloping ceiling for which
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the headrooms is not less than five feet, six inches and then only if at least fifty percent of such floor area has a ceiling height of not less than seven feet, four inches and provided any such floor area that is situated above another story has access to the floor below by a permanent built-in stairway.

FRONTAGE:
Lot width.

FUNERAL PARLOR: An establishment used primarily for human funeral services, which may or may not include facilities on the premises:. (a) em​balming, (b) performance of autopsies or other surgical procedures, (c) cremation.

GUEST HOUSE: Dwelling or lodging units for temporary non-paying guests in an accessory building. No such quarters shall be occupied by the same guests for a period of more than three months in any 12 month period, and no such quarters shall be rented, leased, or otherwise made available for compensa​tion of any kind.

HEALTH OFFICIAL: The Director of the Loudoun County Department of Health or his designated deputy; Health Officer.

HELIPORT: An area, either at ground level or elevated on a structure, licensed or approved for the loading and takeoff of helicopters, and including auxiliary facilities such as parking, waiting room, fueling and maintenance equipment. (Adopted April 21, 1986)

HOME OCCUPATION: An occupation conducted in a dwel​ling unit, provided that:

a.
No person other than members of the family residing on the premises shall be engaged in such occupation

b.
The use of the dwelling unit for the home occupation shall be clearly incidental and subordinate to its use for residential purposes by its occupants, and not more than 25 per cent of the floor area of the dwelling unit or 25 per cent of said floor area if conducted in an accessory building, shall be used in the conduct of the home occupation

c. There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the building or premises, or other visible evidence of the conduct of such home occupa​tion other than one sign, not exceeding one square foot in area, non-illuminated

d.
There shall be no sales, other than items handcrafted on the premises, in connection with such home occupation

e.
No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in greater volumes than would normally
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be expected in a residential neighborhood, and any need for parking generated by the conduct of such home occupation shall be met off the street and other than in a required front yard.

f.
No equipment or process shall be used in such home occupation which creates noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors, or electrical interference detectable to the normal senses off the lot, if the occupation is conducted in a single family residence, or outside the dwelling unit if conducted in other than a single family residence. In the case of electrical interference, no equipment or process shall be used which creates visual or audible interference in any radio or television receivers off the premises, or causes fluctuations in line voltage off the premises. Boarding and rooming houses, tourist homes, and private educational institutions shall not be deemed home occupations.

HOME-OWNERS' ASSOCIATION: A non-profit organization operating under recorded land agreements through which: (a) each lot and/or home-owner in a clustered or planned development is automatically a member, and (b) each lot is automatically subject to a charge for a proportionate share of the expenses for the organization's activities, such as maintaining a common property, and (c) the charge if unpaid becomes a lien against the property.

HOSPITAL MAJOR: An institution as defined under HOSPITAL, SANITARIUM, SANATORIUM with accommodations for 50 or more in-patients. (Added 10/7/85)

HOSPITAL MINOR: An institution as defined under HOSPITAL, SANITARIUM, SANATORIUM with accommodations for less than 50 in-patients. (Added 10/7/85)

HOSPITAL, SANITARIUM, SANATORIUM: Any licensed and State of Virginia accredited institution receiving in-patients and rendering medical and/or surgical care. This shall include general hospitals and institutions in which service is limited to special fields such as cardiac, eye, ear, nose, throat, pediatric, orthopedic, dermatology, cancer, mental, tuberculosis, chronic disease, and obstetrics. The term "hospital" shall also include sanitariums and sanitariums, including institutions wherein mentally handicapped, emotionally disturbed, epileptic, and drug dependent patients are treated or cared for under the supervision of licensed medical personnel.

HOTEL: Any building containing 10 or more guest rooms, where, for compensation, lodging, meals, or bath are provided for 10 or more guests, excluding a fraternity or sorority house, school, or college dormitory, tourist home, motel, or apartment hotel. Ingress and egress to and from all rooms are made through an inside lobby or office supervised by a person in charge at all hours. (Amended April 21, 1986)
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INOPERABLE VEHICLE: A motor vehicle, trailer, or at​tachment thereto which is required by the State of Virginia to display current license plates and/ or meet safety standards as evidenced by display of an approved inspection sticker, which vehicle, trailer, or attachment therefore does not display said license  plates and/or approved inspection sticker.

JUNK YARD: Any land or building used for the aban​donment, storage, keeping, collecting, or bailing of paper, rags, scrap metals, other scrap or dis​carded materials, or for the abandonment, demoli​tion, dismantling, storage, or salvaging of auto​mobiles or other vehicles not in running condition, machinery, or parts thereof.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: An individual who is recognized by the State and who is registered with the state department of professional and occupational registration as a "landscape architect".

LANDSCAPED OPEN SPACE: For the purposes of this ordinance, landscaped open space shall be defined as an open area which is in accordance with requirements set forth herein. Such landscaping shall include appropriate grassing of the open area, placement of shrubbery and trees, walkways, and appropriate grading such as to render the required open space area aesthetically pleasing. 

Also: Landscaped.

LIVABILITY SPACE: Open space used for people, planting, and visual appeal which does not include car or parking areas.

LOADING SPACE: Any off‑street space available for the loading or un​loading of goods, not less than fifteen feet wide, twenty-five feet long and fourteen feet high, and having direct useable access to a street or alley, except that where one such loading space has been provided, any additional loading space lying alongside, contiguous to and not separated from such first loading space need not be wider than twelve feet.
LODGING UNIT: Living quarters for a family which living quarters do not contain independent kitchen facilities, provided, however, that dwelling units available for occupancy on a rental or lease basis for periods of less than one week shall be considered lodging units even though they contain independent kitchen facilities.
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LOT: A parcel of land occupied or to be occupied by a building and its accessory buildings or by group dwellings and their accessory buildings, toget​her with such open spaces as are required under the provisions of this ordinance, having at least the minimum area required by this ordinance for a lot in the zone in which such lot is situated, and having its principal frontage on a Class I, II, or III road. The term "record lot" means the land designated as a separate and distinct parcel of land on a legally recorded subdivision plat filed among the land records of Loudoun County, but does not include land identified on any such plat as an outlot.

LOT AREA: The total horizontal area included within the rear, side and front lot lines or proposed street lines of the lot, excluding any streets or highways, whether dedicated or not dedicated to public use, but including off‑street automobile parking areas and other accessory uses; provided, lot area may include dedication of land as specified in Section 545. Lot area shall not include portions under water except where the total area of a body of water is within the lot or where the width included as part of the area of the lot does not, exceed 30 feet. As amended 6/20/88.

LOT, CORNER: A lot abutting on two or more streets at their intersection, where the interior angle of the intersection does not exceed one hundred thirty-five degrees.

LOT, DEPTH OF: The average horizontal distance between the front lot line and the rear lot line, measured along a straight line.

LOT, INTERIOR: Any lot other than a corner lot, but including a through lot.

LOT, THROUGH: An interior lot, fronting on two parallel or approximately parallel streets.

MANEUVERING SPACE: An area directly related to required parking areas, designed to permit easy vehicular movement. Maneuvering space shall not be considered as part of any required "parking space" or "loading space".

MAJOR ROAD: A collector or arterial road.

MOTEL: Any group of dwelling units, combined or separated, used for the purpose of housing transient guests, each unit of which if, provided with its own toilet, washroom and off-street parking facility.
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NON‑PROFIT ORGANIZATION: An incorporated organi​zation or group chose charter prohibits profit-​making endeavors, and which enjoys tax exemption privileges.


NON-VEHICULAR OPEN SPACE: Livability space.

NURSING HOME: A place devoted primarily to the main​tenance and operation of facilities for the treat​ment and care of any person suffering from illnesses, diseases, deformities or injuries, not requiring extensive and/or intensive care that is normally provided in a general hospital or other specialized hospital.

ON-SITE: On-site shall be construed to be describing location on all, or a portion, of a parcel of land which is the subject of an application for approval by the Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, or Board of Zoning Appeals, and which parcel of land is in single ownership or under unified control.

OFF-SITE: Describing a location on an area of land

which is proximate to a parcel of land defined

as "on-site".

PARKING, OFF-STREET: Any space specifically allotted to the parking of motor vehicles; such space shall not be in a public right-of-way.

PARKING SPACE, OFF-STREET: A space suitable for parking one automobile and including adequate driveways, if necessary, to connect such space with a public right-of-way. Space within a building, or upon a roof, allocated for parking, shall be included and considered a pares of the required spaces. (Adopted April 21, 1986)

PERSONAL SERVICES: Establishments primarily engaged in providing services involving the care of a person or his or her apparel. These services usually include, but are not limited to, laundry, cleaning and garment services, garment pressing, linen supply, diaper service, coin operated laundries, carpet and upholstery cleaning, photographic studios, beauty shops, barber shops, shoe repair, and clothing rentals.

PLANNING COMMISSION: The Planning Commission of Loudoun County, Virginia; Commission.

PLAY SPACE: An off-street space available and usable for play by children; a "tot-lot"; a playground.

PORCH: The tern "porch" shall include any porch, veranda, gallery, terrace, portico or similar projection from a main wall of a building and covers by a roof, other than a carport as defined in this chapter. An "unenclosed porch" is a porch with no side enclosure (other than the side of the building to which the porch is attached) that is more than eighteen inches in height, exclusive of screens.

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Shall include private schools, colleges or universities, private instructional/training institutions. 
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PRIVATE LANE: A means of access other than a Class I, Class II, or Class III road.

PROPERTY LINE, FRONT: A line running along the front of a lot, from side lot line to side lot line, separating the lot from any street right-of-way or street easement.

PUBLIC FACILITIES: Shall be considered for the purposes of this ordi​nance to be any public works supplied generally by a governmental organization. Such public works shall include but not be limited to: public roads, schools, water supply and sewer facilities, and police and fire protection facilities.

PUBLIC ACCESS RIGHTS: A legal easement, or series of easements which grant and guarantee the right of access for emergency and public service vehicles to any given area or right-of-way.

QUICK PRINT SHOPS: Establishments that provide photocopying, type​setting, graphic layout, color separation, small sheet fed offset printing with motors of less than one horsepower, and related ser​vices (adopted March 17, 1986).

RATED CAPACITY: The carrying capacity of a truck, specifically the numerical difference in pounds between empty vehicle weight and gross vehicle weight as identified on Department of Motor Vehicle Records. Provided, however, that any truck with a bed more than 7 feet wide, 9 feet long, or 6 feet in height (measured from ground level) shall be deemed to have a rated capacity of more than 1-1/2 tons. Amended 7/18/88.

RECREATION AREA, COMMERCIAL: Any establishment operated as a commer​cial enterprise in which seasonal facilities directly related to outdoor recreation are provided for all or any of the following: camping, lodging, picnicking, boating, fishing, swimming, outdoor games and sports, and activities incidental and related to the foregoing. A commercial recreation area does not include miniature golf grounds, golf driving ranges, mechanical amusement devices, or accessory uses such as refreshment stands, equipment sales or rentals.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE UNIT: A travel trailer, pick-up camper, motorhome, tent trailer, or similar device used for temporary housing.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARK: A parcel of land in which one or more spa​ces are occupied or intended for occupancy by units for transient dwelling purposes.
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RECREATIONAL VEHICLE UNIT SPACE: A parcel of land in a recreational vehicle park for the placement of a single recreational vehicle unit and the exclusive use of its occupants.

REST HOME, CONVALESCENT HOME: Any place containing beds for two or more patients, established to render domiciliary care for chronic or convalescent patients, but not including child care homes, or facilities for the cure of feeble‑minded, mental, epileptic alcoholic patients, or drug addicts.

RESTAURANT: Any establishment, however designated, at which food is sold for consumption on the pre​mises. However, a snack bar or refreshment stand at a public or non-rofit community swimming pool, playground, playfield or park, operated solely by and for the agency or group operating the recrea​tional facility, and for the convenience of patrons of the facility, shall not be deemed to be a res​taurant.

RETAIL STORES AND SHOPS: Buildings or land used for sale of merchandise at retail or for the rendering of personal services, including, but not limited to, the following: barber shop, beauty parlor, drug store, newsstand, food store, candy shop, milk dispensary, dry goods and notions store, antique store and gift shop, hardware store, household appliance store, furniture store, florist, optician, music and radio store, tailor shop; but specifically excluding coal, wood and lumber yards
ROAD: Shall include the terms street, avenue, way, court, drive and the like.

ROAD, CLASS I: Roads which are part of the State maintained highway system at the time of adoption of this ordinance.

ROAD, CLASS II: Roads meeting Virginia Department of Highways' specifications, and acceptable for maintenance by the State, bonded as provided in the Loudoun County Subdivision Ordinance, or are accepted in the State maintained highway system after the effective date of this ordinance.

ROAD, CLASS III: Private roads on a 50‑foot right​-of‑way which are created after the date of passage of this ordinance and which provide easement for public access.

ROOMING HOUSE: A dwelling in which, for compensation, lodging is furnished to three or more but not ex​ceeding nine guests; a boarding house.

SANITARY LANDFILL: A method of disposing of refuse on land without creating nuisances or hazards to public health or safety, by utilizing the principles of engineering to confine the refuse
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to the smallest practical area, to reduce it to the smallest practical volume, and to cover it with a layer of earth at the conclusion of each day's operation, or at such more frequent intervals as may be necessary (definition from: ASCE -- Manuals of Engineering Practices No. 39, New York, ASCE, 1959: p.61)

SIGNS: Any device for visual communication out‑of​-doors which is used for the purpose of bringing the subject thereof to the attention of the public, but not including when standing alone, a flag, emblem, badge, or insignia of any governmental unit.

SIGN ‑ AREA OF: The area of a sign shall be deter​mined from its outside measurements including any wall work incidental to its decoration, but excluding as a part the height and overall width of supports, unless such supports are used to attract attention. In the case of a sign where lettering appears back to back, that is, on opposite sides of the sign, the aggregate area of both sides shall be considered that of only one face. In the case of an open sign made up of individual letters, figures, words, or designs, the spaces between the same shall be included.

SIGN - TEMPORARY: A sign advertising a candidacy for public office or an event of public interest, such as a public or general election, church or public meeting, fair, horseshow, turkey shoot, entertainment for charitable purposes and other similar social activities of temporary duration or non-recurring nature.

SIGN-ILLUMINATED: A sign, or any part of a sign, which is illuminated, externally or internally, by lights from a source located for the specific purpose of such lighting.

STABLE, COMMERCIAL: An establishment where animals are cared for, boarded, and/or let for hire.

STREET:  A Class I, Class II, or Class III road.

STREET, CENTER LINE OF: A line established as a center line of a street by any State, County, or other official agency or governing body having jurisdiction thereof and shown as such on an officially adopted or legally recorded map, or, if there be no official center line of a street between the street or right-of-way lines thereof.
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Where street lines are indeterminate and a pave​ment or a traveled way exists, the center line shall be established by the Commission, or in the absence of a determination by the Commission, shall be assumed to be a line midway between the edges of such pavement or traveled way.

STRUCTURE: An assembly of materials forming a con​struction for occupancy or use including, among others, buildings, stadiums, gospel and circus tents, platforms, stagings, observation towers, radio and TV broadcasting towers, water tanks, trestles, piers, open sheds, coal bins, shelters, walls, power line towers, pipelines, and rail​road tracks.

STRUCTURAL ALTERATION: Any change, modification, addition or deletion to an existing structure.

THEATRE, INDOOR: A building designed and/or used primarily for the commercial exhibition of motion pictures to the general public or used for performance of plays, acts, dramas by actors and/or actresses.

TESTING STATION: Land and/or structures for the purpose of testing electromagnetic waves uti​lized for radios, television, microwave, radar, and other means of communication. This use shall not include testing operations for light, X-ray, radioactive emissions, or any other emis​sions dangerous to human health. (Added January 17, 1984.)

TRANSITIONAL USE: Permissible uses, as regulated herein, which by their level and scale of ac​tivity, serve as a transition between two or more types or densities of land uses.

USE:
The principal purpose for which a lot or the main building thereon is designed, arranged, or intended and for which it is or may be used, occupied, or maintained.
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UNDISTURBED GRADE: The grade and elevation of an prior to excavation, filling, or grading.

VDH:  The Virginia Department of Highways.

WAYSIDE STAND: Any structure or land used for the sale or offering for sale by the owner, or his family or tenant, on any farm, of agricultural or horticultural produce, livestock or merchan​dise coming from a home occupation and produced solely on said farm, and which is clearly a secondary use of the premises and does not change the character thereof.

171























































